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Ravi Ravi, M.AIRAH,
is a mechanical engineer
for Wood & Grieve Engineers
(now part of Stantec)
based in Sydney.
Responsibilities

Whom do you most admire?
Stephen Hawking – not only because of his
immense contribution to science but also
in the manner he went about living his life
with humour and dignity given the scale of
physiological challenges. He showed the
way: You should never drop your sense of
humour and passion, even in adversity.

Passions
Team sports, mainly cricket – I am a fanatic
– and Liverpool FC (#YNWA).
Hiking, camping and road trips.
Workwise, I do enjoy my day-to-day
problem-solving moments. They are small
moments of triumph in otherwise simple
workdays.

Greatest personal achievement

In Australia it would be a recent moment
when my first data centre project was
commissioned and went live. It was really
satisfying to see such a big site come
to life after being a part of mechanical
design, and to see all your calculations and
design decisions bearing fruit.

Important lessons

One of the fastest ways to
learn and develop in your
career is to be able to work in
collaboration with others and
learn from their experiences.
I like to take a leaf out of the
books of others, so to speak,
and to always improve my work
knowledge and efficiency.

It would have to be a motorbike road
trip from Magic Bus (Denali) to Ushuaia –
just like motorcycle adventure rider Alex
Chacon.
Eat healthy, live healthy, and obviously once
you plan a trip, never back off.

Academically it would have to be the
moment when I won the UK Robotic
competition “Eurobot” in 2013.
This gave me the opportunity to represent
the UK in the world finals held in France.

Through my university days
and short working career I have
grown to learn that social and
interpersonal skills are equally
or more important than any
other skill.

Dream sabbatical

What is your motto?

Finest professional hour

Nothing can beat planning a road trip
and finally doing it. So far, I have done a
motorbike road trip across 14 European
countries over six weeks. And I have
completed a car road trip from Miami to
San Francisco and back over 11 weeks,
crossing 22 US states.

Favourite book
Stress Test by Timothy F. Geithner.
Loyalties are split between Into the Wild
and Motorcycle Diaries.
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I don’t really believe in luck, yet I consider
myself really lucky when it comes to
family and friends. I’m slightly stubborn,
as is natural to any engineer, but this
goes out the window once I start
understanding others’ perspectives.
I love the religious holidays of all cultures
and religions rather than a blank bank
holiday. I do have my occasional sad
moments, but with my active routine of
sports and support from my amazing
partner Lucia, friends and work
colleagues, it’s always really short-lived.
Overall, I’m a simple engineer with
not-so-high ambitions in terms of
position, but surely high targets in
terms of professional development and
participation in large-scale engineering
projects. With big thanks to Wood &
Grieve Engineers (WGE) and my mentor
Stephen Meleady, these things are
already a work in progress.

Define success
Personally, long-term success would
be to enjoy every step of progress
in my professional and personal life.
Work/life balance is the ultimate key
to satisfaction, and to make sure you
never miss out on the tiny moments
of happiness, which play a big part in
ensuring you have minimum regrets
during the later stages of your life.

I have recently enrolled in The Professional
Diploma of Building Services – HVAC&R
delivered by AIRAH. During the induction
I came to realise the true
extent of efforts by AIRAH
News
team members to ensure
the constant development
of the HVAC&R engineering
community. Not only
by means of issuing the
Technical Handbook, etc.,
but also by providing a platform
for young and senior engineers
alike to come together and
share their knowledge and
experience. It is something
young engineers such as me
greatly appreciate and are
subtly proud to be part of. ❚
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Like a Middlesex machine
STUDENT RAVI’S ROBOT TO TAKE ON THE WORLD
by NADEEM BADSHAH
AN Indian student is preparing to do battle in
his quest to become a robot world champion
next week.
London-based Ravi Ravi will take part in the
world finals in France which start next Thursday
(9) in a four-day contest to decide
who has built the best machine.
The Middlesex University student
will programme his robot, called Midnight Builders, to perform tasks and
avoid objects against the clock.
Ravi, who won the UK finals of the Eurobot competition last month,
told Eastern Eye
that hit films
such as I, Robot

have been an inspiration for him. The 23-year-old
said: “[Like] I, Robot, I get inspired by robots doing unimaginable stuff in movies. It inspires me
to see if it’s achievable in real life.
“Of course, people talk about Robot Wars [a
BBC and Channel 5 television show].
“I really like that, but because I put in so much
work, I don’t want it to be demolished for fun.
“I don’t want it to get ruined. We do it for fun,
racing or hitting each other.
“However, we put so
much money in, I prefer
something intelligent or
a helpful robot rather
than combat.”
Ravi and

INSPIRED:
Robot Midnight
Builders; and
(right) robotics
student Ravi Ravi

fellow student John Peerless beat students from
Imperial College, London, to book
their place in the world final in La Ferté-Bernard in the Loire region of France.
Competition rules require robots
to carry out tasks such as inflating
a balloon and unwrapping
presents within 90 seconds without their owner controlling them.
Ravi, who came 29th in last year’s
world final, admitted he will feel the
pressure when he goes head to head
with teams which have splashed out
£30,000 on their machine. He said:
“It’s a bit more pressure but we have
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Describe yourself

AIRAH membership

Favourite film
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YouTube.

I would describe myself as someone
who loves the daily aspects of life,
but not necessarily the routine. I would
never say no to a quick session of sport.

It’s sometimes better to learn from others’
mistakes than to make your own and learn
the hard way.

HVAC design of ongoing projects
including calculations. Responding
to design queries regarding projects
and ensuring compliance with relevant
Australian standards and guidelines.
Reviewing contractor submissions
including shop drawings. Squeezing in
a few minutes to scroll through news
and sports feeds.

Favourite website

been there before. Some come with a huge
budget, so you’re fighting with the big boys and
we have up to £1,000.
“Money helps a lot, but it’s about strategy and
clever thinking.
“This year we spent more money and we’re
hoping to be placed in the top 10, if not better.”
Ravi, who works as a waiter, said he is planning
to build a robot that can serve food and drink
next year.
The production, design and robotics student
said: “I want to help people in hospitality sector
or the disabled.
“People ask me when I am going to make a robot that serves wine and food and that will be my
third-year project.”
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